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I really enjoyed the memorable time in Australia.

The environment in Australia is more similar to Japan than I thought. I was especially
worried about water, for example, whether the tap water was safe to drink and there was
a serious shortage of water. So, I looked them up online in advance. I found out that it
was better not to drink the tap water and that we should use the shower for 5 minutes

only because water was precious. However, actually my host family told me I could use

the shower freely and gave me a bottle of tap water every day. I was a little surprised and
was relieved that I could drink the water just like in Japan.

The scenery in Australia is completely different from Japan. The shapes of many buildings are curved and artistic as the
upper photo shows. It's wonderful how people can freely create their own landscapes in a country where there are no
earthquakes. And, there is a lot of greenery in the urban area. I think it's because the country is so large. The most
impressive thing is the roads. In Japan, a car usually turns 90 degrees to the right or left at an intersection. But in
Australia, there is a circular road in the middle of an intersection and several roads diverge from there. A driver chooses
the road to go after passing through the circular road. Also, the school timetable has a time called morning tea at about
11:00. People eat 5 meals a day. All the food was very nice, but it was a little
hard to clean my plate.

We studied at Toongabbie Christian School for 4 days. The first thing that
struck me was the diversity of the students. I was able to make a lot of new
friends on the first day. They were very friendly and I really enjoyed chatting
with them during morning tea and lunchtime. I still keep in touch with them. I

took not only English class but also Chinese, physics, and mathematics classes

in English. It was very hard to learn Chinese in English, however the Chinese message game all of us played was fun.
Although the content of the textbook was very difficult because of the technical terms in English, I was able to understand

physics with diagrams and graphs.



Lastly, my host family was very kind and lively. We could enjoy shopping together after school and on the weekend. The
Sri Lankan food my host mother cooked was so good. A cute cat, Lily, nuzzled my feet and relaxed in my room when I
came home.

I was a little nervous because this was the first trip abroad. But I came across many good experiences. I'm so lucky to

have a great host family, friends and teachers. I'll never forget this trip. Thanks everyone for making this trip special!
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Hello, long time no see! I hope every one had a wonderful summer vacation. In
Australia, it is extremely cold and the weather is gloomy. However, spring is about to
come so I am very excited about it.

Recently at school, I was very busy due to my plethora of assignments and tests.
What was really difficult is that every subject is getting harder and harder every week.
Although, thanks for my improvement of English and my kind friends, I am managing
to overcome the difficult times.

This week, something very special happened. I had to make a speech in front of 1900

people in the school assembly as an international student from Japan! I made a very
silly joke that every one laughed at it. Also, another international student from Japan had to sing the national anthem of
Japan and a famous song, Country Road! Her voice was absolutely beautiful that whole school is talking about how
fantastic she was! This became one of the very big experiences!

It has been almost 8 months since I have been here. Only 95 days are left until I go back to Japan. I am very excited to

meet my friends again!
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; < August>

Hi.I' m going to write about my 7th month of studying abroad.

3rd August, I visited my friend who lives on a farm to experience farm work. There
were about 200 baby goats and 400 goats. The farmer feeds each goat manually three
times in a day because the babies cannot find where the milk is by themselves. I was
healed by the baby goats, but I cannot say that it was easy work. I felt that the farms
were so amazing, caring for hundreds of goats, doing the same work several times a
day, and doing it every day.

I think there are more vegetariansism in New Zealand than in Japan. I have
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thought a out vegetarian a lot since T met these kinds of people. The value of life is the same for people and animals, but

L

animals are easily killed and eaten by humans, and I thought it was cruel. I didn't have the courage or the guts to be one,
but I often wondered if I should become a vegetarian. However, I changed my mind after visiting the farm and seeing the
farm work. There are people taking care of the animals so we can consume them. In other words, there are people taking
care of animals for us to eat, and that is work. If we are firmly thankful for the life of the animal and for the farm, it is not
wrong to take life to eat, I thought. It is very difficult even in Japanese to describe why and how my thinking about
vegetarianism changed, but this is just my opinion, and I do not think I am right or wrong, I think there are no answers
on these kinds of topics, like animal life and vegetarianism. My opinion might change again, and I might be a vegetarian

someday. It was a good opportunity to experience farm work and to think about animal life and vegetarianism.
3



Lately, I feel that the time has gone very fast. There are only about 100 days left of my study abroad. I had been looking
forward to studying abroad for a long time. When it came time to leave Japan, and my classmate from H held a farewell
party for me, I was anxious and scared about studying abroad, and I really didn't want to leave everyone, and now, I miss
my family and friends, of course. But I don't want to go back to Japan, I want to stay here forever. I am so lucky to be able
to have the feeling that wherever I am, I don't want to leave this place.

With 100 days left, there is no more time. I want to spend it with them with no regrets and with gratitude to the people
who have created this happy environment for me.

< September>

Hi. T am going to write about my 8th month experiences as an international student.
I went to an op shop (opportunity shop) to volunteer. It is like a charity shop in Japan.
They sell donated clothes, shoes, toys, and other items, and the proceeds are donated
to charities. I worked there for 3 to 4 hours. There were about 3 other volunteers. No
one comes here expecting to receive income from it. If a salary were involved, we
would have earned 3000 yen in Japan and $60 in New Zealand, but we did not
receive any income. I think people who choose to spend their time volunteering to
donate and help others are very kind and admirable.

Also, while working at the cash register, I noticed that the customers are very

friendly. Many customers asked me how I'm doing, where I'm from, and if I'm

enjoying New Zealand, and when they leave the store, they always said, 'thank you'
and 'have a good day’. It feels very nice both when I hear such words and when I say them myself. I really like this kind of
the culture I haven't experienced in Japan.

A few days ago, I got into trouble with my host family. Since then, I am not able to say that this house is a comfortable
place for me. But it gave me the opportunity to reassess about how important the presence of my real family is, the most
comfortable place is definitely my home in Japan with my own family, and how challenging it is for a host family to
welcome an exchange student as if they were one of their own children. Some families who accept exchange students have
reasons such as wanting to support the student or wanting to know about different cultures through the student. On the
other hand, some may only be interested in the financial benefits. My host family was never like that. They were very
kind and helped me make my study abroad experience great these 8 months. No matter what troubles arose, the fact
remains that they took on the significant responsibility of being a host family for me. I can only be grateful to such a host

family. I want to continue to be thankful and not forget my gratitude.
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